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"We had forgotten God, and believed that
we could build a better world by our own skill
and effort."

I read on. I was less surprised now to find,
under "Intercession", a series of prayers for
the peoples of Europe and her refugees which
did not exclude their oppressors from "the
common need of mankind, bewildered, fright-
ened, embittered, led astray by delusions
which end in despair". Finally I turned, in
the last section called "Dedication", to a
series of prayers which left me penitently grate-
ful for the renewed power of one church to
point to the way of life which its Master laid
down:

"We have seen something of what God is
doing for us and asking of us. We have seen the
exposure of our past failures: we have seen the
distress and confusion to which our common
sin has brought us all. In the light of these
things let us turn again to God, and offer to
him the life of this nation asking him to make
it such that it can be the instrument of his
purpose.

"Let us pray that he will use us, if it be
his will, as the means through which the
domination of force and falsehood is broken,
and mankind set free to build a new way of
life.

"That he will teach us what it costs to be